	SESSION SEVEN
	The Practical Hindrances and Solutions in
Cross-Cultural Counselling and Discipleship






The Challenges

1. Manners of Speaking

Acts 14:11—And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men!”

· Language
· Translation
· Accent
· Terms
· Candor
· Idioms
· Halo data
· Rhythm

2. Cultural Norms

Ruth 4:7—Now this was the custom in former times in Israel concerning redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transaction, the one drew off his sandal and gave it to the other, and this was the manner of attesting in Israel

· Age
· Time
· Greetings

3. Family Dynamics

Ruth 4:5—Then Boaz said,  “The day you buy the field from the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the Moabite, the widow of the dead, in order to perpetuate the name of the dead in his inheritance.”

· Ancestors
· Superstitions
· Different African cultures

4. Religious Influences

Acts 14:15—“Men, why are you doing these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them.”

· ATR
· Prosperity “gospel”
· Education




Overcoming the Challenges

1. Co-Counselling

Acts 18:26—He began to speak boldly in the synagogue, but when Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they took him aside and explained to him the way of God more accurately.

· Using those from the culture to help or train

Ephesians 4:15—Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ

John 14:26—But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.

1 John 2:1—My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous

· Advocacy programme
· Success stories



2. Teach Enduring Biblical Principles

2 Timothy 2:15—Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

· Know the Bible

Exodus 20:3—“You shall have no other gods before me.”

· Mandates

1 Timothy 2:9—likewise also that women should adorn themselves in respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair an gold or pearls or costly attire

· Principles



HUMILITY

Acts 20:19—serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews

· Other proper ways
· I’m white!
· Process

UNDERSTANDING

Acts 17:22—So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious.

· Culture’s corruption of biblical truth
· Differences within cultures

RESPECTFUL

2 Corinthians 1:4—who comforts us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

· Being like the counsellee
· Being a wise counsellor
3. Study the Culture

· Exegete your audience
· Time and learning
· Ask questions to learn
· The good, the bad and the indifferent

1 Samuel 28:11-12—The woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” He said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, “Why have you deceived me? You are Saul.”

1 Chronicles 10:13—So Saul died for his breach of faith. He broke faith with the Lord in that he did not keep the command of the Lord, and also consulted a medium, seeking guidance.

· Understand the misunderstandings
· Use culture to illustrate biblical truth
· Diversity is beautiful

Revelation 7:9-10—After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”

4. Use African Illustrations

Acts 17:28—for “’In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, “’For we are indeed his offspring.’”

· Even, cautiously, take advantage of cultural practices.

5. Pray

James 1:5—If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.

· Pray more and do less
Closing Warnings
1. Don’t Underestimate the Difficulty

· We need to e specific in applying truth
· Learn from other interpretations or applications

2. Don’t Try to Go It Alone

· I’m the expert, I can do it myself!

3. Don’t Compromise

Colossians 2:8—See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.

· Don’t attempt to please men; we please God.
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